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BURLINGTON KIDS PROGRAM

In the year Two Thousand Ten………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the “Burlington Kids” After School Program is a collaboration between CityKids and the Burlington After School program; and
WHEREAS, this collaborative program is offered after school at J.J. Flynn Elementary, C.P. Smith Elementary, Edmunds Elementary, and Champlain Elementary Schools; and
WHEREAS, this program was created to offer enrichment and recreation opportunities alongside academic support in a format that meets the childcare needs of many working families in Burlington; and
WHEREAS, a Leadership Council was formed made up of members of Parks and Recreation leadership and School Department leadership to evaluated and review the program without any formal public process; and
WHEREAS, this same Council decided to recommend transferring the fiscal and daily operations of Burlington Kids to the Burlington School Department as well as transferring administrative responsibility to the Burlington School Department and restructure staffing at the four sites which would mean eliminating four Parks and Recreation positions now being held by four long-time employees, all over age 50; and
.
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WHEREAS, there has been no public hearing or venue that allowed parents to come together with said Council and be included in a discussion of the program’s challenges and successes; and

WHEREAS, this City Council recognizes the personal nature of childcare and the need for parents to feel comfortable with their child care arrangement, who is looking after their child and the continuity of the program; and

WHEREAS, this recommendation by the Leadership Council has created questions and uncertainty about the future direction of Burlington Kids; and

WHEREAS, a majority of Parks and Recreation commissioners are not in favor of moving forward with this recommendation without further input from the community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recommendation put forward by the Leadership Council be put on hold until January 1 with the Leadership Council continuing to meet but with the addition of the following members: no more than three parents who have children attending Burlington Kids, one site coordinator now employed by Parks and Recreation and one now employed by the School Department, one school board member and one City Councilor who will together to review the budget, evaluate the program and assess its challenges and successes, and arrive at a process for public engagement so the communities’ voice can be heard.
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