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CITY – SCHOOL COOPERATION AND BUDGETING
In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a resolution in September, 2006 (attached) asking the School Department and the City to identify opportunities for cost-effective collaboration in purchasing, vehicle maintenance, grounds maintenance, snow removal, insurance, and any other services that may present opportunities for more efficient use of resources; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a second resolution in May 2009 (attached) asking again that the parties integrate certain activities in order to reduce costs and eliminate any unnecessary duplication of services; and 

WHEREAS, a letter was sent to the Chair of the School Board and the Superintendent by Councilor Bushor in May of this year asking the Board to adopt a similar resolution (attached); and

WHEREAS, the School Department is preparing its FY 2011 budget but has not provided information to the City Council about the extent to which the Department has pursued such cost saving opportunities, whether they have in fact produced savings, and whether there are any legal barriers to achieving these goals; and  

WHEREAS, the information first requested three years ago is necessary for the cost-effective management of the Schools and the City; and 


2

CITY – SCHOOL COOPERATION AND BUDGETING

WHEREAS, the information should be available to members of the School Board and the City Council as they each debate their annual budgets, and to the citizens of Burlington as they go to the polls;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council requests that the School Board delay approval of the School budget until the Department provides the information requested in the two prior resolutions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the School Board and Department report to the Council at its meeting on December 14, 2009 and describe what efforts have been made to achieve the goals described in the earlier resolutions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be mailed to the Superintendent and to each School Commissioner at their home address.
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