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HONORING OLD NORTH END NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCATE
MELISSA PARKER
In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, Melissa Parker was a staunch and unwavering advocate for the Old North End neighborhood and the Barnes School community; and
WHEREAS, Melissa Parker was a key figure and quiet leader in fighting to keep the Lawrence Barnes School open when threatened  with closure twice; and
WHEREAS Melissa was a longtime officer holder for the Barnes PTO, most recently Co-President, and was never afraid to respectfully share her opinions even when those ideas clearly challenged the status quo; and
WHEREAS, Melissa Parker was a much-loved and well known foodservice staff person at Barnes, knowing every child by name and often going out of her way to tailor each meal to the needs of a diverse student body; and
WHEREAS, Melissa was a fixture at the Town Meeting Day bake sale held annually at Barnes, and could be seen every year slowly navigating down North Champlain early that morning pulling her Radio Flyer wagon brimming with home-baked treats; and
WHEREAS, Melissa was a tireless volunteer for the Center City Little League, often working late in the snack bar night after night while her husband, Allen, umpired; and
WHEREAS, Melissa struggled with many in our community to win livable wages for food-service workers, paraeducators and others in Burlington schools; and
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WHEREAS, Melissa Parker reached across social, cultural, and economic lines, always in the spirit of fellowship and community building – in her quest to make our neighborhood and our school more inclusive and welcoming for all;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council recognizes the contributions of Melissa Parker to her family, community and most especially to the parents, children and staff at Barnes elementary school; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council respectfully requests a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the Parker family upon signature of the Mayor. 
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