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CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE’S PROPOSAL TO ACQUIRE
THE ETHAN ALLEN CLUB PROPERTY
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, Champlain College has informed the City that it has entered into a Purchase and Sale Agreement to acquire the Ethan Allen Club property at a closing currently scheduled for Tuesday, December 16, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the 1994 Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement (MOU) between the City and Champlain College provides that Champlain shall not acquire, lease and/or utilize any additional property within the City located outside of the Authorized Areas that is not currently being utilized by Champlain, except buildings currently utilized for fraternity house, sorority house or institutional usage; and


WHEREAS, it is the City’s opinion that pursuant to the MOU, Champlain must receive prior authorization for the acquisition of the Ethan Allen Club from the City Council; and

WHEREAS, Champlain College disagrees and asserts that the phrase “institutional usage” applies to private membership clubs such as the Ethan Allen Club and, therefore, City Council approval is not required under the 1994 MOU; and


WHEREAS, notwithstanding this disagreement, Champlain College has agreed to request City Council approval of its proposed acquisition of the Ethan Allen Club property; and


WHEREAS, Champlain College officials have informed the City that they do not currently have authority to close on purchase of the property without City Council approval; and
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WHEREAS, the City Council Community Development & Neighborhood Revitalization Committee held a public hearing regarding the proposed Champlain College acquisition of the Ethan Allen property on Wednesday, December 10, 2008; and


WHEREAS, at that public hearing there was a variety of questions and concerns raised regarding the proposed acquisition;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby requests that Champlain College consider making modifications to the project, particularly with respect to the number of students and dwelling units on the site; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby requests that Champlain College request a one month extension on the closing date for the acquisition of the Ethan Allen property.
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