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ESTABLISHING THE BURLINGTON 

TELECOM DEPARTMENT AND COMMISSION
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, Burlington residents voted to build a municipal fiber optic cable network in 1997; and

WHEREAS, in 1999 the Burlington Electric Department was tasked with initiating the planning for a citywide fiber network; and 

WHEREAS Burlington voters amended the City Charter in March 2000 to authorize construction of the fiber network and additionally approved $6.1 million in revenue bonds to construct the network; and


WHEREAS, in 2002 Burlington Telecom began to construct the fiber network and to deliver voice, video and internet services over the network; and


WHEREAS, Burlington Telecom used revenue bonds, loans and lease purchase agreements, not property tax revenues, to finance the construction of the fiber network; and

WHEREAS, in Spring 2005 following installation of fiber to deliver voice and internet services to 38 government offices and several large businesses, Burlington Telecom began construction of an expanded network to deliver voice, video and internet services to Burlington homes and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, in February 2006 Burlington Telecom began voice, video and internet service delivery; and 


WHEREAS, by 2008 the fiber optic cable network was completed and Burlington Telecom had built past 15,411 homes in Burlington and counted close to 3,000 customers; and  
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WHEREAS, a Telecommunications Advisory Committee to provide advice and counsel to Burlington Telecom was appointed by the City Council in 2004 and currently consists of 7-member; and
WHEREAS, now that Burlington Telecom is fully operational providing voice, video and internet services to Burlington residents and businesses, it should be governed in the same manner as are other city departments; and 

 
WHEREAS, other city departments are overseen by commissions and boards composed of volunteers that guide and set policy for the departments,   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council recommends that the Burlington City Charter be amended to establish a Burlington Telecom Department and a 7-member Burlington Telecom Commission to guide the operations and to establish policy for Burlington Telecom; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council recommends that the Commission members be appointed by the City Council with Mayor Presiding; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council recommends that the Burlington Telecom General Manager be appointed by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the membership of the City Council; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to the City Council’s Charter Change Committee to develop, in consultation with the City Attorney, a question to appear on the March, 2009 ballot asking the voters of Burlington to amend the City Charter to establish the Burlington Telecom Department and Commission consistent with these recommendations, which will come back to the City Council for approval prior to placement on the ballot.
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