








                Councilor Shannon
ELECTION CHARTER CHANGE ISSUES
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, the City Charter Sec. 138 provides that the Chief Administrative Officer shall be the presiding officer for ward, city and legislative district elections; and

WHEREAS, the City Charter is somewhat unclear as to how and when the Presiding Officers duties may be delegated and by whom; and


WHEREAS, general state law at 17 VSA Sec. 2452 provides that the Town Clerk as a presiding officer shall be the presiding officer for elections and if the regular presiding officer is unavailable, then the Board of Civil Authority shall appoint a voter of the town to serve as the presiding officer; and


WHEREAS, City Charter Sec. 16 provides that the Board for Registration of Voters shall meet to amend the list of voters not later than three days previous to the day on which annual or special city or ward elections are held and state law may allow for later additions to the checklist; and 
WHEREAS, in light of the differences between general state law and the City Charter, it is desirable that our City Charter be absolutely clear as to the authority for identifying a presiding officer for elections in the event the Chief Administrative Officer is unable to perform those duties and the last allowable opportunity for voters to be added to the checklist; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the issues of presiding officer and additions to the checklist as described above shall be referred to the City Council Charter Change Committee for review and consideration.
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