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  DELIBERATIVE AGENDA     

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 

CONNFERENCE ROOM 12, CITY HALL 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2012 

6:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 

 

1. AGENDA 

 

2. DISCUSSION:  Redistricting Committee, re: Redistricting (oral) 

 

3. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Unfortunately no recording was taken of the work session. 

 

Attest: 

 

 Lori Olberg, Licensing, Voting & Records Coordinator and Amy Bovee, Executive Secretary 

 

REGULAR MEETING, CITY COUNCIL 

CONTOIS AUDITORIUM, CITY HALL 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2012 

7:17 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: City Council President Shannon; Councilors Worden, Bushor, Kranichfeld, Tracy, Brennan,  

       Siegel, Aubin, Hartnett, Mason, Blais, Decelles and Dober and Councilor Paul (arrived at  

       8:15 p.m.) 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE:  Eileen Blackwood and Gene Bergman 

 

CLERK/TREASURER’S OFFICE: Paul Sisson, Scott Schrader and Rich Goodwin  

 

CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT SHANNON PRESIDING: 

 

1. AGENDA 

 

On a motion by Councilors Kranichfeld and Bushor the agenda was unanimously adopted as amended as 

follows: note revised version of consent agenda item 3.04.  RESOLUTION:  Approve Mayor 

Weinberger’s Appointments to the City’s Advisory Committee on Accessibility (Councilor Shannon); 

add Councilor Bushor as a co-sponsor; add to the consent agenda item 3.08.  RESOLUTION:  

Authorization to Amend Burlington’s Downtown Tax Increment Financing District Boundary (Board of 

Finance: pending BOF approval) with the consent action to “waive the reading and adopt the resolution;” 

add to the consent agenda item 3.09.  COMMUNICATION:  Brian Pine, CEDO, re: Boundary Change 

for Burlington’s Downtown District with the consent action to “waive the reading, accept the 

communication and place it on file;” add to the consent agenda item 3.10.  COMMUNICATION:  Brian 

Pine, CEDO, re: City of Burlington Downtown TIF Boundary with the consent action to “waive the 

reading, accept the communication and place it on file; add to the consent agenda item 3.11.  

COMMUNICATION:  Burlington Residents, re: City’s recent hire with the consent action to “waive the 

reading, accept the communication and place it on file;” add to the consent agenda item 3.12.  

COMMUNICATION:  Hunter Rieseberg, Vermont League of Cities and Towns President, re: VLCT 

Board Sets DY14 Dues with the consent action to “waive the reading, accept the communication, place it 

on file and send a copy to the Board of Finance for consideration;” add to the consent agenda item 3.13.  

COMMUNICATION:  Chittenden County Assistant Judges, re: Pre-Budget Meeting with the consent 
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action to “waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file;” add to the consent agenda 

item 3.14.  COMMUNICATION:  Charlie Baker, Executive Director, Chittenden County RPC to Peter 

Kiebel, Natural Resources Board, re: City of Burlington, Dept. of Parks & Recreation, Waterfront Park, 

Application #4C0863-4 with the consent action to “waive the reading, accept the communication and 

place it on file;” note revised version of agenda item 5.  RESOLUTION:  Independent Investigation Re 

July 29, 2012 New England Governor’s & Eastern Canadian Premier’s Conference (Councilor Brennan); 

add Councilor Siegel as a co-sponsor.   

 

Councilor Siegel requested that item 3.07 COMMUNICATION: Mayor Miro Weinberger, re: Livable 

Wage Ordinance be moved to the deliberative agenda. City Council President Shannon stated this would 

be addressed as agenda item 5.01. 

 

Councilor Bushor stated the title of agenda item 5 had been changed; the word investigation would be 

changed to review.  

 

2. PUBLIC FORUM   (Time Certain: 7:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. unless extended by the Council 

President per Council Rules) 

 

City Council President Shannon opened the public forum at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Name     Ward/Affiliation   Subject 

 

Laura Ziegler                July 29 Incident  

 

Barry Kade               Vermont Resident          July 29 Incident 

 

Robert Appel                       Vermont Resident           July 29 Incident 

 

Lisa Ann                      July 29 Incident 

 

Margaret Joyal               Burlington Resident           Kesha Ram Hire 

 

Faried  Munarsyah       Livable Wage/Open Govt.  

 

Dylan Kelley                 July 29 Incident 

 

Sandra Schlosser/         Vermont Workers’ Center  July 29 Incident/Livable Wage 

Matt McGarth/ Brittany  Nevins   

 

Linda Ayer              Burlington Resident        July 29 Incident 

 

Wendy Coe    Ward 2 Resident        July 29 Incident 

 

Emma Mulvaney-Stanak             Winooski Resident        Livable Wage 

 

Jim Podrasky    Cab Driver     Cab Drivers at Airport 

 

Jonathan Leavitt   Ward 2 Resident  Livable Wage/July 29 Incident 

 

Kyle Sillman-Smith       July 29 Incident/Livable Wage 

 

Jay Vos     Ward 5 Resident         July 29 Incident  
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Betsy Bahrenburg             July 29 Incident   

 

There being no one further coming forward and no objection from the remaining Council, City Council 

President Shannon closed the public forum at 8:15 p.m. 

 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On a motion by Councilors Kranichfeld and Bushor the consent agenda was unanimously adopted, as 

amended, thus taking the following actions as indicated: 

 

3.01. COMMUNICATION: Lori Olberg, Licensing, Voting & Records Coordinator, re:  

    Accountability List 

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.02. RESOLUTION: FY 2012 Budget Amendment for Cost of Living Adjustment for Union 

and Non-union Employees (Board of Finance) 

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution 

 

3.03. RESOLUTION: Authorization to Apply for Vermont Construction Loan and Vermont  

   Bond Bank Financing to Replace Public Works Water Division Water  

   Pump (Board of Finance) 

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution 

 

3.04. RESOLUTION: Approve Mayor Weinberger’s Appointments to the City’s Advisory  

Committee on Accessibility (Councilors Shannon & Bushor) 

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution 

 

3.05. COMMUNICATION: Mayor Miro Weinberger, re: Appointments to Advisory Committee on 

Accessibility 

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.06. COMMUNICATION: Diane Ballou, 1201 North Avenue, Burlington, VT 05408, re: U.N.’s 

Agenda 21 

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.08.   RESOLUTION:   Authorization to Amend Burlington’s Downtown Tax Increment  

    Financing District Boundary (Board of Finance: pending BOF approval) 

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution 

 

3.09.   COMMUNICATION:  Brian Pine, CEDO, re: Boundary Change for Burlington’s Downtown TIF 

    District 

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.10. COMMUNICATION: Brian Pine, CEDO, re: City of Burlington Downtown TIF Boundary 

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.11.   COMMUNICATION:  Burlington Residents, re: City’s recent hire  

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.12.   COMMUNICATION:  Hunter Rieseberg, Vermont League of Cities and Towns President, re:  

               VLCT Board Sets DY14 Dues 
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*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and send a copy to the Board of Finance 

for consideration 

 

3.13.   COMMUNICATION:  Chittenden County Assistant Judges, re: Pre-Budget Meeting 

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

3.14.   COMMUNICATION:  Charlie Baker, Executive Director, Chittenden County RPC to Peter  

               Kiebel, Natural Resources Board, re: City of Burlington, Dept. of Parks &  

               Recreation, Waterfront Park, Application #4C0863-4  

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file 

 

4. PRESENTATION: William Ward, Code Enforcement Director, re: SeeClickFix (10 mins.) 

 

Code Enforcement Director Bill Ward stated that his office was using an independent vendor called 

SeeClickFix on a trial basis. It is a web based tool that people can access from their cell phones and their 

home computers to report and track complaints. The three principles it uses are empowerment that it gives 

anyone who uses the internet to track a complaint from wherever they are. It is efficient so that people can 

see what has already been reported and avoids duplicate complaints. It allows people to work together to 

make neighborhoods better. It also engages people and gives them an instant response. He displayed a 

slide showing the numbers of complaints collected by patrolling the streets. There was a significant 

increase from 2010 to 2011. They made an effort to double that effort and that had been done this year. 

296 of the 477 office driven complaints were green belt related issues; SeeClickFix would help with those 

efforts.  Different communities are using this and Burlington is operating at #15. He displayed the app 

and explained how it works. It can be used on a smart phone or a desktop computer. Citizens can report 

and vote on things that are happening in their neighborhood. Some communities affected by Hurricane 

Sandy used this and it prevented 911 calls. He displayed a map showing different complaints and their 

status. Closed issues stay visible for a week before getting archived. Archived items are helpful in 

locating trouble spots. The person who made the complaint will receive an email showing their complaint 

has been acknowledged and then resolved. It is also possible to watch your neighborhood or ward. 

Property owners who live outside of Burlington will be encouraged to watch from their computers. He 

played a video giving more detail about how to use the program. The system is set up to send complaints 

to the Code Enforcement Department. The graffiti removal team is also partnering on this. The plan is to 

use this on a trial basis until July 2013. The investment for that period is $400. He has been pleased with 

the results so far. There have been small issues with the map when the GPS has been off.  

 

Councilor Dober inquired how those without access to computer or a cell phone could report complaints 

and whether they would include those in the app. Mr. Ward stated they would probably not load it into the 

app, but their complaint would be acknowledged as it always has been. Complaints can be emailed, 

called, faxed, or submitted in person to his office. There are times when people prefer to keep complaints 

private, particularly landlord tenant issues. Councilor Dober inquired what the repository for complaints 

will be. Mr. Ward stated a member of their office attended the AMANDA Conference where they are able 

to run a number of programs. It is likely that the two systems will be able to be melded so that a 

complaint in SeeClickFix will generate an AMANDA work order. They will then be tracked 

simultaneously; currently that is happening manually. 

 

Councilor Tracy inquired if there were patterns of where in the City they see the most complaints and if 

there has been anything surprising. Mr. Ward stated he has not been surprised. It is too early to know 

about patterns, but most of the complaints have been centered in the hub of the downtown area. The 

public nature of this will lend itself to faster fixes. Most homeowners want things cleaned up quickly. To 

prevent this, the mentality of people living in those places will need to change. There are some places that 

they have issued tickets to and that information is public. In some cases when they have not been able to 
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reach the landlord, they have put a notice on a wooden stake indicating there is a violation so the tenants 

and property owner can see it. Usually there are pretty quick results from that.  

 

Councilor Aubin inquired if a report appears instantly on the app or if there is a vetting process. Mr. Ward 

stated it automatically goes into the system and they automatically get a report. It is an outside program, 

so there is a flag to indicate if something is inappropriate. The designers of the software have added filters 

to prevent certain words from the system. Anyone can flag inappropriate posts. They could block a certain 

IP address if a user was not behaving appropriately.  

 

Councilor Worden stated he has downloaded and been using the app. He had a neighbor parking on the 

lawn. He got a response and has not seen a car parking there since. It does seem to work. It is a good 

option on a weekend or evening when you cannot pick up the phone to call Code Enforcement. 

 

Councilor Decelles stated that they recently discussed an ordinance about four unrelated adults which felt 

like it had no teeth. He felt there was a better way to address these problems, and he feels this is it. The 

public humiliation of property owners will hopefully be enough to encourage them to solve these 

problems. 

 

Councilor Paul stated she has had constituents send her emails with specific questions. One question was 

whether or not the app has been vetted for legal requirements. City Attorney Blackwood stated she does 

not know. Mr. Ward stated he presented it to Senior Assistant City Attorney Bergman. He inquired if the 

concern was related to anonymous complaints. Councilor Paul stated the inquiry was about anonymous 

complaints, as the City must be able to provide the name and address of the person making the complaint. 

Mr. Ward stated they have to deal with anonymous complaints with or without SeeClickFix.  If someone 

took an anonymous photograph, the Code Enforcement Officer assigned to the case would become the 

original complainant. Councilor Paul stated another constituent had inquired about parking issues. Mr. 

Ward stated it is not designed for that, but there have been complaints about cars on sidewalks. The 

Parking Enforcement team issued a ticket within a few minutes. When Code Enforcement is not open for 

business, it is faster to call Parking Enforcement. When the issue is on someone’s property, complaints 

should go to Code Enforcement.  If it is on the City streets it belonged to the Police Department.  

 

City Council President Shannon inquired if Parking Enforcement receives complaints reported through 

SeeClickFix. Mr. Ward stated that is not the appropriate way to report parking violations unless it is in 

someone’s yard. They have limited the complaint types to things that fall within their purview. City 

Council President Shannon inquired if a person could look up a neighbor’s history of complaints by 

typing in their address. Mr. Ward stated that is not part of the information available. It is possible to look 

at archived information by street. Currently there is only a month of data archived.  

 

Mayor Weinberger stated this technology was discussed during the Mayoral campaign. He thought it 

would be difficult to get off the ground, but he appreciated that Director Ward had jumped in and 

experimented with this application. It was worth noting that this was an experiment. If it turned out not to 

work, they will make necessary changes. He hoped it can be expanded to other areas once Code 

Enforcement perfects it.  

 

Councilor Kranichfeld stated this was discussed as a practical solution to a real problem in the City. He is 

happy that this has been put together and appreciates the efforts. He hopes this is a successful experiment 

and leads to a more productive way of dealing with problems.  

 

Mr. Ward stated it is an opportunity to see what is happening and shows people the hard work that has 

been going on all along. There have been about 500 self-directed Code complaints alone in the last 11 

months. The office also has generated about 244 complaints. He is proud of the work of his office and this 

gives people a glimpse of what they do each day.  
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4.01. COMMUNICATION: Code Enforcement, re: SeeClickFix 

 

Councilors Aubin and Dober made a motion to waive the reading, accept the communication and place it 

on file. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

4.02. COMMUNICATION: Director William Ward, re: New tool for citizens and Code 

Enforcement 

 

Councilors Aubin and Dober made a motion to waive the reading, accept the communication and place it 

on file. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

5. RESOLUTION: Independent Review Re July 29, 2012 New England Governor’s 

& Eastern Canadian Premier’s Conference (Councilors Brennan & 

Siegel) 

 

Councilor Kranichfeld stated he would recuse himself from the discussion because of a conflict of interest 

due to his position at the State’s Attorney’s Office as a Deputy State’s Attorney. Because this involved 

behavior that could result in criminal charges his involvement in this resolution could appear biased.  

 

Councilors Brennan and Siegel made a motion to waive the reading and adopt the resolution.  

 

Councilor Brennan stated that part of this discussion was to alleviate the appearance of a problem. Many 

of the “whereas clauses” talk about the day that protesters protested Tar Sands Oil. There were 

individuals who were protesting something near and dear to their hearts. This seems to have been lost in 

the process and it is important to acknowledge that. There are concerns about moving that oil through 

Vermont and there will always be concerns, especially as the country is moving towards seeking fossil 

fuels from the Middle East. He thanked Councilors who organized and attended the Town Hall Meeting 

on this subject. There was productive discussion and debate about what happened. The community needs 

to come together and come to an agreement to heal and move forward.  There is value in people being 

able to come to officials to express discontent. There are a series of questions and amendments to the 

resolution that came as a result of the Town Hall Meeting. Respectful dialogue was maintained 

throughout the evening and the goal is to find truths and remove the chilling effect of protesting. There 

has been a heightened fear that has come as a result of this incident.  

 

Councilor Dober stated he has talked to Councilor Brennan about this resolution at length. He will not be 

supporting it. There is a process in place and it was followed. The after action report was done by an 

independent group and it indicated the process was followed and was warranted. He watched the video 

online and saw that the situation got bad fast. Burlington does a fantastic job of allowing people to have 

protests. This particular one had protesters who allowed it to be steered by outsiders. He could not recall 

another time where this was not a coordinated effort. He would not have wanted to been sitting on that 

bus being held against his will. That flirted with a hostage situation where people were held against their 

will in a confined area. Freedom of speech is alive and well and has always been allowed to happen. He 

has been satisfied with each of the reports that have been issued. 

 

Councilor Bushor stated she will support the resolution. Since the event occurred, she attended meetings 

that were publically held. She believed that this was important because the review was incomplete at the 

current moment. The Police did an internal after action report. These reports are done to determine what 

happened, see what was done right and wrong, and reflect on the situation. The review was then done by 

the Police Commission. She respected the Police Commission, but felt that they were too close to the 

Department to provide an impartial and detached review. That part of the process should be evaluated. 

The Police Department and Commission did a good job with their internal reviews. They allowed 



Minutes, Regular City Council Meeting, December 3, 2012 

 

7 

 

members of the public to make comments. However, comments were limited and were not dialogues. It 

would be important to get information regarding the event from witnesses and protesters. There has not 

been an opportunity for Protesters and Police have a dialogue. Two people witnessing an event do not 

take away the same thing, but there is value in having a conversation. This does not blame anyone, but 

resolves the situation that exists now. People are not satisfied right now. It is important to get beyond this 

by having a complete review.  

 

Councilor Blais stated he appreciates the good intentions of this resolution, but does not feel this is within 

the City Council’s function. This body acts in a legislative manner to guide future behavior through 

resolutions and ordinances. Past behavior is left to the judiciary in this form of government. This 

resolution cloaks the Council with the robes of the judiciary. The resolution queries whether citizens’ 

constitutional rights were upheld. Making that determination is not the Council’s job. Those who claim 

that their rights were violated can go to court. In those forums, their complaints will be impartially and 

fairly reviewed. He will vote against the resolution. 

 

Councilor Tracy stated that he would support the resolution. There had been discussions about human 

rights and accountability. He hoped that this review would show the multiple perspectives. People were 

trying to act as humans on that day by speaking out to protect the right to exist on this planet. He hoped 

the Council can work to mitigate the harms of tar sands and environmental threats. On that day people 

exercised their fundamental rights of expressions. People are born with the right to free speech. It is 

possible for humans to make mistakes, and he is unsure who made mistakes. Everyone at the Town Hall 

Forum was able to speak and it was very moving. It was a productive conversation. The comments were 

passionate and respectful. People have a desire to be heard and this will allow for reconciliation.  

 

Councilor Paul stated that she was glad she attended the Town Hall Forum on this issue. There did need 

to be a way to move forward and get past this and wants to do that by coming together. She is struggling 

with this because the longer it is discussed it feels it is about Police versus Protesters. The situation is 

only getting worse and she wants everyone to feel valued and respected. Everyone feels Burlington has a 

top notch Police force. She inquired if the Police Chief felt there were things that could be done in a better 

way.  Police Chief Michael Schirling stated he did and they learn from each event. They respond to a 

number of events each year and they are always looking for better ways to handle them. They have made 

recommendations and the Commission has requested more work be done to minimize the opportunity for 

this level of conflict to arise again. They will continue to embrace protest as something that the City is 

welcoming of. Councilor Paul stated people are looking for genuine and honest dialogue in a forum that is 

smaller than the town meeting. This will give everyone an opportunity to talk honestly and openly about 

what happened. This would help the healing process. She inquired if the Department and Officers who 

were involved would be open to this kind of discussion. Chief Schirling stated that under the right 

circumstances they would be. He has offered to do this a few times. If a similar situation were to arise in 

the future, they would like to do everything possible to minimize the impact. The majority of the 

conversation has been about what officers did, and he takes issue with that. The video shows what 

happened. They entertain all suggestions about better ways to do business. He often hears that people are 

surprised he will always answer his phone and that he will always sit and talk with people. There is a 

complex legal landscape around this issue. He must be careful not to put the investigation in jeopardy 

with the judiciary system.  

 

Councilor Worden stated he was dismayed to see the photograph and information in the Free Press. He 

has been reading and watching videos regarding the subject. It is imperative that they protect the ability to 

protest. The Police force does a great job as well. People have said they would like to see more Police 

presence in their neighborhoods. He has a challenge in balancing those roles. The resolution feels as if it 

is judicial. He would support something that would put together a review or panel of what could be done 

better in the future. He likes the approach where they can discuss and prepare events with protesters to 

come to a better outcome but cannot support this as written.  
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Councilor Aubin stated he has concerns with some aspects of the resolution. He has a hard time seeing 

what happens at the end of the review and feels it is too open ended. He is confused how this investigative 

body would be formed. He wishes there was something they could do to move forward.  This looks 

backwards and has a sense of blame, yet there are people who feel they need to be heard. There is room 

for the Council to find that avenue. He is hopeful something can be moved but did not feel this was the 

right resolution and he will vote against it.  

 

Councilor Mason thanked Councilors for their work on resolving this issue. He will not support this 

resolution as it looks backwards and not forwards. It is not within the Council’s authority to be analyzing 

constitutional claims. That should be properly analyzed by a lawyer and the State’s Attorney Office. He 

also has a problem using City money to fund a report that could then be used against the City. He is 

frustrated that this has been the only option presented. The Police Commission has identified at least five 

areas that will be looked into and hopes to see follow through from that.  

 

Councilor Siegel stated she questions the validity of the process. When the Chief said that the videos 

provided a clear and thorough image of what happen she takes issue with that. It is one angle. There is an 

image of a protester being jabbed in the stomach with a baton and she grabs on to the baton for balance. 

The Police considered that assault of an officer and she then got shot. That is assault of a protester in her 

mind. Seeing the video does not answer that question. She agrees they are not a judicial body which is 

why the resolution requests someone else conduct that review. Looking backwards is not a bad thing. The 

Diversity and Equity Committee that was recently formed was charged with looking backwards at past 

efforts. She does not agree that they cannot spend money on this.  

 

Councilor Brennan stated the City has a $40 million budget and can be creative and find many avenues to 

look at this opportunity. There were things brought forward during the public forum. The Chief has made 

it clear that there is an investigation. This has created a chilling effect on those who were present as to this 

threat of possible prosecution. There has also been discussion about the possible threat of lawsuit. He 

believes that no one on either side wants this. He hopes they can find leadership to come to a resolution. 

The Mayor has been quiet on this and he would like to know his opinions.  

 

Councilor Bushor requested the Mayor be given the opportunity to speak on this issue. 

 

Mayor Weinberger stated that the events were unfortunate and everyone hopes they do not happen again. 

This has been discussed for months and a number of public forums have been held. All community 

members have been invited to give input. There is a detailed record of what happened. The result has been 

revision to policies to avoid a repeat of these events in the future. The administration is focused on 

making sure this review is pursued to completion. He accepts the Police Commission’s recommendation 

that no further investigation is needed. He respects that some members of the community still feel 

unsatisfied. He urges everyone to move forward and learn from the events that day.  

 

Councilor Siegel requested a roll call.  

 

The motion failed by a vote of 4-9-1. 

 

AYES: Councilors Brennan, Bushor, Siegel and Tracy 

 

NAYS: City Council President Shannon, Councilors Aubin, Blais, Decelles, Dober, Hartnett, Mason,  

 Paul and Worden 

 

Councilor Kranichfeld recused himself from the vote.  

 

5.01 . ( was 3.07.)    COMMUNICATION: Mayor Miro Weinberger, re: Livable Wage Ordinance  
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Councilor Siegel stated she requested this be put on the deliberative agenda to discuss the process of 

reviewing the ordinance. She was confused why this had been referred to the City Attorney and not the 

Ordinance Committee. It should be dealt with by the Council, not internally by the Administration.  

 

Mayor Weinberger stated the Mayor’s Office is responsible for administering the ordinance. Through the 

discussion, the Administration has been concerned about the ways it has been administered in the past and 

if it should be handled differently in the future. Policy questions may come to light that require the 

Council’s involvement. This was not intended to preclude involvement from the Council. It is important 

to signal that they will be reviewing the administration of the policy. 

 

Councilor Bushor stated she understood the Mayor’s position and it was appropriate for the 

Administration to review the ordinance and the exemption. She hoped that the 90 day window could be 

shortened. She noted that several experts on the subject attended the meeting and it was important to hear 

what they thought. If there were changes to be made, it would be best to engage the community in that 

discussion. She would like the community, Councilors, and the business community to be involved. She 

saw the Administration as internal and hoped that this would be more transparent and external. She would 

like everyone to hear the review and understand it fully by engaging the public.  

 

City Council President Shannon stated that she felt this needed to be addressed and the Mayor was using 

the tools that he has to do so. The Council has different tools. At the time this ordinance was created they 

needed the Administration’s attention but it was unavailable. They knew there would be problems with 

the livable wage as it applied to the Airport. They decided to deal with these problems through the 

exemption clause. There was dissatisfaction with that process. The Council needs to pick this up and refer 

it to the Ordinance Committee for review. That will get the public eye on the process. Councilors should 

consider putting forward a proposal at the next meeting. 

 

Councilor Bushor stated she supported doing that but wanted to ensure that there were not two parallel 

things happening at the same time. She wanted to be respectful of what needed to be done both on the 

legal side and the policy side. She hoped it was a cohesive process. 

 

Councilor Decelles stated he believed that his vote was the right vote at the Board of Finance. However, 

he believes in a level playing field. He appreciates what the Administration is going to do but he would 

prefer to make a motion to refer this to the Ordinance Committee. They will work with the City 

Attorney’s staff to ensure that the process is cohesive. 

 

Councilors Decelles and Paul made a motion to refer the letter to the Ordinance Committee to work with 

the Administration to make recommendations to the Council. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (5 mins.) 

 

No one spoke on this issue. 

 

7. COMMUNICATION: City Councilors, re: General City Affairs (oral)(10 mins.) 
 

No one spoke on this issue. 
 

8. COMMUNICATION: Mayor Weinberger, re: General City Affairs (oral)(5 mins.) 

 

Mayor Weinberger stated that there was an item in the packet following up on the revitalization of the 

Advisory Committee on Accessibility. The Committee assignments were set by action on the consent 

agenda. He thanked Councilor Bushor for her work on revitalizing this committee.  
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9. COMMUNICATION: Joseph McNeil, Esq., re: IBEW Negotiations (oral) 

 

On a motion by Councilors Mason and Bushor the Council went into executive session at 9:48 p.m. 

premature disclosure would place the City at a substantial disadvantage.   

 

* * * * EXPECTED EXECUTIVE SESSION * * * *  

 

On a motion by Councilors Brennan and Bushor the Council went out of executive session at 10:21 p.m. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councilors Dober and Bushor the Regular City Council Meeting unanimously 

adjourned at 10:22 p.m. 

 

Attest: 

 

      Lori Olberg, Licensing, Voting & Records Coordinator and Amy Bovee, Executive Secretary 


