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PARKS SYSTEM
MASTER PLAN

THE BURLINGTON VERMONT 

PUBLIC MEETING #2
OCTOBER 3, 2013
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Process and Inputs

TODAY

EXISTING 
CONDITIONS

INVENTORY

EXISTING 
PLANS

REGIONAL 
CONTEXT

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT

SUPPLY/
DEMAND

DEMOGRAPHICS 
AND TRENDS

VISIONING

IMPLEMENTATION

DRAFT 
REPORT

FINAL 
REPORT
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Survey ResultsLevel of Service
Standards

Peers & Aspirations
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Who are Burlington’s peer cities? 
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Meeting the Needs of Burlington
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TOTAL SYSTEM
PARKS + OPEN SPACE

Burlington’s Parks and Open 
Space 

•	 Approximately 518 Acres of City Parks 
& Cemeteries 

•	 12.19 Acres per 1,ooo Residents

•	 Parks are concentrated along the 
Lakefront and Winooski River Valley
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INVENTORY
PARK TYPES

Roosevelt Park

Pomeroy Park
Schmanska  Park

Schiffiliti Park
Starr Farm Park

Ethan Allen 

Park
Appletree Park

Leddy Park

North Beach

Lakeview Cemetery

Arthur Park

Arms Grant

McKenzie Park

Mount Calvary 
Red Maple Wetland

Urban Reserve

Perkins Pier

Roundhouse Park

Lakeside Park
Blanchard Beach

Oakledge Park

Baird Park

Smalley Park

Calahan Park

Crescent Woods

Greenmount 
CemeteryCity Hall Park

Elmwood Cemetery

Champlain St. Park

Potvin Park

Little Park
Dewey Park

Fishing Pier
Battery Park

Waterfront Park

NRPA Parks Classifications 
•	 Mini Parks (<1 Acre)

•	 Neighborhood Parks (1-10 Acres)

•	 Community Parks (10-50 Acres)

•	 Regional Parks (>50 Acres)

•	 Special Use Parks (Varies)

MINI PARKS + SPECIAL USE PARKS

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

COMMUNITY PARKS

REGIONAL PARKS 32%55%

13%

<1%

PARK
TYPE %
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Derway Island

Heineburg Wetlands

Howe Farm

Mckenzie Park

Ethan Allen
(WVPD + Allen Homestead)

Mt Calvary

Arthur Park

LandfillLakeview Cemetery

Urban Reserve Salmon 

Hole

Riverwalk

Sea Caves

Arms Grant

Crescent Woods

Red Rocks Park

Greenmount
Cemetery

Elmwood 
Avenue 
Cemetery

INVENTORY
OTHER OPEN SPACE

WINOOSKI VALLEY PARKS DISTRICT

URBAN WILDS

CEMETERIES

COMMUNITY GARDENS

OTHER

Burlington’s Open Spaces 
•	 Cemeteries ~ 59 Acres

•	 WVPD ~ 450 Acres

•	 Other ~ 780 Acres
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Roosevelt Park

Pomeroy Park
Schmanska  Park

Schiffiliti Park
Starr Farm Park

Ethan Allen Park

Appletree Park

Leddy Park

North Beach

Lakeview Cemetery

Arthur Park

Arms Grant

McKenzie Park

Mount Calvary 
Red Maple Wetland

Urban Reserve

Perkins Pier

Roundhouse Park

Lakeside Park
Blanchard Beach

Oakledge Park

Baird Park

Smalley Park

Calahan Park

Crescent Woods

Greenmount 
CemeteryCity Hall Park

Elmwood Cemetery

Champlain St. Park

Potvin Park

Little Park
Dewey Park

Fishing Pier
Battery Park

Waterfront Park

PARKS INVENTORY

PARK ASSESSMENT

FACILITY TYPES

LEVEL OF SERVICE 
METHODOLOGY
•	 2013 Parks data updated through 

consultations with Client, site visits, GIS 
and other data 

•	 Includes 32 total park spaces, designated 
by the City Parks Department

•	 Park elements compared against national standards 
and recommendations by consultant team

•	 Includes major facilities, such as Memorial 
Hall, Leddy Ice Arena, and the Miller Center

Amenities in  
Burlington Now

National Standards

Need
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Tennis Court 18
9

Basketball Court 13
6

Indoor Skating Rink 1.5
1.5

Soccer/Football/
Lacrosse 5

4

60 ft Baseball Field 10
6

Youth Soccer 12
4

Outdoor Skating Rink 5
2

90 Ft Baseball Field 1
2

Adult Softball 2
3

LEVEL OF SERVICE 
FIELDS AND COURTS



M
EE

TI
N

G
 

N
EE

D
S

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
SU

RV
EY

CO
N

N
EC

TI
N

G
 

PE
O

PL
E

SO
CI

A
L 

 
SP

A
CE

S
M

A
IN

TE
N

A
N

CE
 

EC
O

LO
G

Y

Recreation Center 1
1

Fitness Center 0
1

Playground
14

17

Indoor Comp. Swim 0
1

Indoor Non-Comp. 
Swim

0
1

Outdoor Comp Swim 0
1

Outdoor Non-Comp. 
Swim 1

4

Dog Park 2
1

Gymnasium 2
2

Community Garden 14
2

Open Play Field 14
2

LEVEL OF SERVICE 
OTHER AMENITIES
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•	 Seasonal Choices

•	 Programmatic Hub

•	 Partnership Opportunities

RECREATION CENTER
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•	 Sustainable Siting

•	 Community Demand

TENNIS
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Starr Farm

WVPD & Discovery Garden

Tommy Thompson

Lakeview

Archibald Neighborhood Garden

Riverside Neighborhood Garden

Rock Point

Medical Center

Myrtle Street Avant Garden

Calahan Park

Wheelock Park

Champlain Park

Baird Park

•	 Beyond the standards

•	 Community and identity

COMMUNITY GARDENS
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•	 Location & Adjacencies

•	 Scale

•	 Maintenance

DOG PARKS



M
EE

TI
N

G
 

N
EE

D
S

CO
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
SU

RV
EY

CO
N

N
EC

TI
N

G
 

PE
O

PL
E

SO
CI

A
L 

 
SP

A
CE

S
M

A
IN

TE
N

A
N

CE
 

EC
O

LO
G

Y

Community Survey
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COMMUNITY SURVEY
METHODOLOGY
We had a great response rate 
•	 Survey conducted by phone and 

mailing

•	 Random sample of 2,000 people 
selected

•	 457 responses to date

•	 95% level of confidence
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WATERFRONT PARK

OAKLEDGE

CITY HALL PARK

BATTERY PARK

NORTH BEACH

LEDDY PARK

PERKINS PIER

ETHAN ALLEN PARK

CALAHAN PARK

STARR FARM PARK / DOG PARK

URBAN RESERVE / DOG PARK

LAKESIDE PARK

APPLETREE PARK

Top City of Burlington Parks Used During the Past 12 Months

              81%

        69%

                 68%

           64%

          64%

         56%

             51%

             49%

   29%

           27%

 17%

  13%

12%
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BURLINGTON WANTS MORE: 
1) CONNECTED PARKS & NEIGHBORHOODS

2) INCLUSIVE SOCIAL SPACES FOR THE CITY & REGION
3) GOOD MAINTENANCE & HEALTHY ECO-SYSTEMS

RIGHT ON!
EXACTLY!

YES PLEASE!ME TOO! YEAH!
SAME HERE!
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Connected Parks and Neighborhoods
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CONNECTIVITY
Rethinking Park Access 
•	 How can an abundance of regional park space 

be reimagined and better connect to help 
meet neighborhood park needs? 

•	 Burlington has adequate total 
park acreage, but not all types or 
neighborhoods are well served.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 1.6
3.5

REGIONAL PARKS 6.7
4

3.9
4

COMMUNITY PARKS

MINI PARKS .01
.5

ACRES/1000 RESIDENTS

TOTAL PARK ACRES 12.2
12
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TOP FACILITIES USED OVER 
THE PAST 12 MONTHS
1. Lake Views
2. Bike Paths
3. Beaches
4. Walking Trails

80% OF RESPONDENTS 
ARE SATISFIED WITH BIKE 
ACCESSIBILITY TO PARKS & 
FACILITIES.

TRAILS RANK HIGHEST 
(88%) IN NECESSARY 
FACILITIES, AND 86% 
SUPPORT CREATION OF 
NEW TRAILS.

CONNECTIVITY
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Y WATERFRONT BIKE PATH

OTHER BIKE PATHS

10 MINUTE WALK CIRCLE (1/2 MILE)

Existing Connections
•	 Excellent connectivity along the 

waterfront bike path

•	 48 miles of trails (34 public)

•	 Most of the city has access to a park 
within a 10 minute walk (limited access in 
wards 1+6)

CONNECTIVITY
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Bo
ze

ma
n

SEASONAL USE TRAILS
SUMMER ACCESS
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WINTER GROOMING

Bo
ze

ma
n

SEASONAL USE TRAILS
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Inclusive Social Spaces 
for the City & Region
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SOCIAL SPACES

North Beach

Leddy Park

Waterfront
Park

Downtown

Calahan Park

Oakledge Park
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SPECIAL EVENTS RANK HIGHEST IN THE LIST OF PARK NEEDS; 
61% REQUEST THEM.

VIEWS, PATHS, BEACHES, 
EVENT SITES, PICNIC 
AREAS, SHELTERS, AND 
PLAYGROUNDS TOP 
THE LIST OF POPULAR 
FACILITIES.

PARTICIPATION IN PROGRAMS 
IS DRIVEN BY CONVENIENCE & 
QUALITY: LOCATION, QUALITY OF 
INSTRUCTORS, AND TIME ARE TOP 
3 FACTORS

23% HAVE PARTICIPATED IN A 
RECREATION PROGRAM

SOCIAL SPACES
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PLAN BTV
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
CITY HALL PARK

BU
RL

IN
GT

ON
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TRAIL OF LIGHTS

Au
st

in
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Eu
ge

ne

PUBLIC ART
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PUBLIC ART

As
he

vil
le
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Y GOOD MAINTENANCE & 
HEALTHY ECO-SYSTEMS
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WWW.BURLINGTONVT.GOV/PARKSMASTERPLAN

Winooski River

Church Street + City 
Hall Park

Lake Champlain
Waterfront

Primary Street Tree Corridors

ECOLOGY
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MAINTENANCE & ECOLOGY

MAINTENANCE OF 
BURLINGTON PARKS RANKS 
2nd IN SERVICES THAT 
SHOULD RECEIVE ATTENTION.

52% SUPPORT RAISING TAXES FOR THE PARKS, TRAILS, 
AND RECREATION FACILITIES THEY VALUE THE MOST.

MORE ATTENTION IS DESIRED 
FOR THE NUMBER OF NATURE 
CONSERVATION AREAS, 
WHICH RANKED 5TH ON 
THE LIST.
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A Sustainable Burlington Park System
MEETING THE NEEDS  

+
CONNECTED PARKS & NEIGHBORHOODS

+
INCLUSIVE SOCIAL SPACES FOR THE CITY & REGION

+
MAINTENANCE & ECOLOGY


