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VERMONT ITALIAN CLUB – AUTHORIZATION TO 

ACCEPT GIFT – “LITTLE ITALY” WAYSIDE EXHIBIT 

INTERPRETIVE PANELS
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Vermont Italian Club as part of its mission to promote the awareness of Italian-American involvement in shaping the past, present and future of the region and specifically the area of Burlington transformed through the South Champlain Street Urban Renewal Project, has contracted with a graphic designer to design wayside exhibit interpretive panels to educate residents and visitors about the neighborhood, its people, religious life, and their businesses; and 


WHEREAS, through written text and historical photographs and direct quotations, the signs will evoke a sense of what it was like to live in this urban community from the end of the 19th Century into the 1960’s; and  


WHEREAS, the Lake Champlain Basin Program and City of Burlington (“City”) have a successful ongoing partnership to design wayside exhibit interpretive panels to educate residents and visitors about the intrinsic resources (archeological, cultural, environmental, historic, recreational and scenic) of the Lake Champlain region; and


WHEREAS, the Vermont Italian Club worked with the Lake Champlain Basin Program and the City to design three wayside exhibit interpretive panels to educate residents and visitors about the historic and cultural aspects related to Burlington’s Italian-American community; and


WHEREAS, the wayside exhibit interpretive panels will link to a virtual experience created and operated by Vermont Italian Club as well as an online presence, with the virtual web site being maintained by Future Past to provide deeper knowledge and understanding about Burlington’s  Italian-American community; and 


WHEREAS, the Vermont Italian Club and Lake Champlain Basin Program have also worked with the City to select appropriate locations for the installation of this panel and will work with the City to obtain necessary local permits as needed; and 


WHEREAS, this project is funded by Vermont Italian Club, Lake Champlain Basin Program and City, through its Community and Economic Development Office; and
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WHEREAS, the Vermont Italian Club has raised the resources to have the interpretive exhibit panels and their supports manufactured; and


 WHEREAS, the Vermont Italian Club wishes to present these three panels to the City as a gift from Burlington’s Italian-American community; and 


WHEREAS, the wayside exhibit interpretive panels titles and locations are listed below; 
1. “Welcome to the Neighborhood” --Battery Park Extension at the southwest terminus of Cherry Street adjacent to the State marker

2. “Family and Religious Life” -- south west corner of Pearl and St Paul Streets

3. “Neighborhood Groceries” –east side of Cherry Street at St. Paul Street; and
WHEREAS, the City, through its Departments of Public Works and Parks and Recreation, has reviewed and approved these locations and agrees that these locations will not interfere with the maintenance of the rights-of-way and park; and


WHEREAS, the City acknowledges the sadness that many residents from multiple backgrounds experienced with the South Champlain Urban Renewal project, a sadness that was particularly hard felt by Burlington’s  Italian-American community; and


WHEREAS, the City believes that this project will honor the history of  Burlington’s  Italian-American community and hopes that it will also help to heal the wounds of the South Champlain Urban Renewal project; and


WHEREAS, the City of Burlington recognizes the contributions of Burlington’s Italian-American community past and present to the success and vibrancy of our community; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council accepts the Vermont Italian Club’s gift of the three “Little Italy” wayside exhibit interpretive panels; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Public Works and the Department of Parks and Recreation are authorized to execute the Memorandums of Agreement (attached)  regarding these three wayside exhibit interpretive panels. 
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