Councilors Paul, Brennan, Aubin: Parks, Arts & Culture Com.
FUNDING MECHANISMS TO IMPLEMENT THE 

BIKE PATH TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, on September 13, 2010, the City Council by resolution created the Bike Path Task Force and charged the Ad Hoc committee with reviewing the current Burlington Bike Path system, reviewing the Waterfront Bike Path Feasibility Study and Island Line Sign and Amenity Plan, reviewing the current maintenance budget and capital budget allocations, identifying any financial gaps in these budgets, understanding the connection between the Bike Path and Island Line Trail; and

WHEREAS, based on these reviews and identification and understandings, the Task Force was to recommend a preferred funding mechanism to address any maintenance and capital funding gaps and create a concise written plan for addressing funding gaps and implementing the Feasibility Study for presentation to the City Council as well as the Parks and Recreation Commission and other local organizations including the Burlington Business Association, Local Motion and Burlington Rotary Club; and
WHEREAS, on July 16, 2012, this City Council received a presentation of the Bike Path Task Force report from John Bossange, chair of the Bike Path Task Force; and

WHEREAS, the City Council received the full report along with the recommendations as charged by the September 13, 2010 resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Parks, Arts and Culture Committee of the City Council met on July 19, 2012 to review the plan, specifically the proposed funding mechanisms; and

WHEREAS, the Committee took into account in its review of the funding mechanisms the current financial realities of the City of Burlington, including the City’s current bond rating and need we all recognize to see our credit rating improve as expeditiously as possible; and
 
WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Parks, Arts and Culture Committee that the full Council approve of the increase in the Rooms and Meals Tax by 1% (one percent) and to be sunset in three years; and
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WHEREAS, the Committee recommends that the Council place on the November 2012 ballot an item allowing the authorization of up to $5 million in bonding for the implementation of the Bike Path Task force recommendations but that the bond not be issued until such time as the City’s credit rating has improved to an investment grade rating; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby requested to call a Special City Meeting on November 6, 2012; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administration is hereby requested to prepare a ballot question for the November 6, 2012 Special City Meeting, asking for authorization from the voters to issue up to $5 million in bonds for the implementation of the Bike Path Task Force recommendations, and to present the proposed ballot question for review at the first Council meeting in September, 2012. 
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