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NO TO BASING F-35A IN BURLINGTON

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 the US Air Force seeks to base the F-35A fighter-bomber at Burlington International Airport in South Burlington, Vermont; and

WHEREAS, more than 100 affordable homes in South Burlington located near the airport have been razed because habitability was destroyed by airport noise above 65dB, most generated by the F-16; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Impact Statement issued by the Air Force shows that habitability of substantial sections of Burlington, South Burlington, Winooski, Williston and Colchester will be destroyed if the F-35A is based here because of noise above that same 65 dB level; and

WHEREAS, the Air Force Environmental Impact study shows that an additional 1366 homes will be at a noise level equal to or greater than the recommended level, bringing the total homes to 2,944 without a guaranteed buy-out from the  FAA home; and

WHEREAS, the South Burlington, City Council under the leadership of retired Air Force Colonel Rosanne Greco developed a response to basing the F-35A  that addressed concerns in the following areas; Noise, Air Quality, Safety, Land Use, Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice/Protection of Children, Community Facilities and Public Services, Ground Traffic and Transportation, Cumulative Effects and Irreversible Commitment of Resources; and
WHEREAS, the level in Winooski is quite high from the F-16 now based in South Burlington but very little of Winooski is now in the danger noise zone above 65 dB from F-16 noise--but the Air Force Environmental Impact Statement shows that the F-35A will put over half the housing stock of Winooski above 65 dB, the noise level that so far caused the razing of 100 houses in South Burlington; and

WHEREAS, the portion of Burlington nearest Winooski will also be in that same danger noise zone; and

WHEREAS, the Air Force Environmental Impact Statement shows that because Burlington has clean air the Air Force can more conveniently bring the F-35A to Burlington than it can to the competing 
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Air Force base in Utah that already has fouled air and presents difficult hoops for the Air Force to jump through to achieve compliance with the clean air act; and 

WHEREAS, a Pentagon document shows that the US government projects that the total cost to develop, buy, and operate the Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 will be $1.45 trillion and that the cost to buy each plane will average $135 million plus an additional $26 million for the engine; and

WHEREAS, according to a study by professors at the University of Massachusetts, spending on health care, education, infrastructure, and mass transit creates twice as many jobs as spending on military projects like the F-35A; and 

WHEREAS, government spending that creates fewer jobs leaves more people unemployed and, therefore, the choice to spend on the F-35A while cutting health care, education, infrastructure and mass transit causes more unemployment; and

WHEREAS, the F-35A is described in an Air Force video as a weapon mainly for penetrating enemy air space and delivering 15,000 pounds of air-to-ground bombs and missiles rather than primarily for defending Vermont or the US from attack; and 

WHEREAS, in the 2005 town meeting, 65% of voters in Burlington voted in favor of a resolution stating that “we support our soldiers in Iraq and believe the best way to support them is to bring them home now” and, whereas, similar resolutions were adopted by over 50 other towns in Vermont; and 

WHEREAS, supporting our soldiers is one thing and dropping bombs and firing missiles at other countries is another; and 

WHEREAS, many Burlington voters are intensely patriotic but see a clear distinction between our soldiers engaging in sensible national defense and weapons systems like the F-35A that are more for penetrating the air space of other countries as in the Iraq war;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council urges the National Guard not to base the F-35A at Burlington International Airport; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Burlington City Council urges our policy makers in Montpelier and our Vermont Congressional delegation to pursue more sensible alternatives regarding national defense which do not destroy homes and communities and leave greater unemployment among the very citizens they seek to defend.
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