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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION 
FM:  CHAPIN SPENCER, DIRECTOR 
DATE:  SEPTEMBER 12, 2013  
RE:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MEETING 
           
Enclosed is the following information for the meeting on September 18, 2013 at 6:30 PM 
at 645 Pine St, Main Conference Room. 
 

1. Agenda 
2. South Champlain St & Maple St Parking Request 
3. North Williams St Resident Parking Request 
4. No Parking on North Ave Adjacent to Existing Bike Lanes 
5. Extending a Loading Zone at Main St & Church St. 
6. Stop Sign Request – St. Louis at Willow St 
7. Parking Removal on Ward St & Drew St 
8. Main St Side Street Stop Control 
9. South Champlain St. Tour Bus Parking 
10. 110 Riverside Ave Proposed Rapid Flashing Beacon 
11. Minutes of 6/19/3 & 7/17/13 
 

 
 
Non-Discrimination 

The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or 

religious affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status or genetic information.  The City is also 

committed to providing proper access to services, facilities, and employment opportunities.  For 

accessibility information or alternative formats, please contact Human Resources Department at 865-7145. 

 

http://www.dpw.ci.burlington.vt.us/
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To: Amy Bovee, Clerks Office 

From: Chapin Spencer, Director 

Date: September 12, 2013 

Re: Public Works Commission Agenda  
 
Please find information below regarding the next Commission Meeting. 
 

Date: September 18, 2013 

Time: 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

Place: 645 Pine Street – Main Conference Room 
   

  A G E N D A  
 ITEM 

 1  Agenda 

    

2 5 Min Public Forum  

   

3 15 Min Burlington’s Advisory Committee on Accessibility 

  3.10 Oral Communication, R. Montefusco, Chair 

  3.20 Discussion 

   

4 15 Min South Champlain St. & Maple St. Parking Request  

  4.10 Communication, J. Fleming 

  4.20 Discussion 

  4.30     Decision 

   

5 15 Min North Williams Street Resident Parking Request 

  5.10 Communication, J. Fleming 

  5.20 Discussion 

  5.30     Decision 
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6 5 Min No Parking on North Ave Adjacent to Existing Bike Lanes 

  6.10 Communication, N. Losch 

  6.20 Discussion 

  6.30     Decision 

   

7 5 Min Extending a Loading Zone at Main St & Church St 

  7.10 Communication, J. Fleming 

  7.20 Discussion 

  7.30     Decision 
 

8 10 Min Stop Sign Request – St. Louis St. at Willow St. 

  8.10 Communication, J. Fleming 

  8.20 Discussion 

  8.30         Decision 

   

9 5 Min Parking Removal on Ward St at Drew St 

  9.10 Communication, J.Fleming 

  9.20 Discussion 

  9.30         Decision 

   

10 5 Min Main Street Side Street Stop Control 

  10.10 Communication, J. Fleming 

  10.20 Discussion 

  10.30       Decision 

   

11 10 Min South Champlain St. Tour Bus Parking 

  11.10 Communication, J. Fleming 

  11.20 Discussion 

  11.30       Decision 

   

12 10 Min 110 Riverside Ave Proposed Rapid Flashing Beacon 

  12.10 Communication, G. Gomez 

  12.20 Discussion 

   

13 20 Min Solid Waste Licensing 

  13.10 Oral Communication, N. Losch 

  13.20 Discussion 

  13.30       Decision 

   

14 15 Min Stormwater Update: (Citywide & N. Willard St) 

  14.10 Oral Communication, N. Baldwin 

  14.20 Discussion 

   

15 10 Min Resident Parking Update 

  15.10 Oral Communication, Commission 

  15.20 Discussion 
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16  Minutes of  6/19/13 & 7/17/13  

    

17 5 Min Director’s Report  - Hyde St Update 

    

18 5 Min Commissioner Communications 

    

19 10 Min Adjournment & Next Meeting Date – 10/16/2013 

 



































 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

September 9, 2013 
 
TO:    Public Works Commission 
 
FROM:  Nicole Losch, Transportation Planner 
 
Cc:  Gene Bergman, Sr. Asst. City Attorney 
  John King, Burlington Police Department 
   
RE:  North Avenue parking prohibition 
 

 
Background 
Northbound and southbound bike lanes were installed on North Avenue south of Institute Road between 
1997 and 2005. Bike lanes on North Willard Street, Pine Street, Mansfield Avenue were also installed, and 
parking prohibitions currently exist for the areas adjacent to these bike lanes. However, no specific parking 
prohibition exists for the area adjacent to the existing North Avenue bike lanes (northbound from North 
Street to Institute Road and southbound from Institute Road to Berry Street).  
 
Observations 
The city has received complaints from cyclists of motorists parking in the North Avenue bike lanes since 
2005. MUTCD-issued “No Parking Bike Lane” signs were installed in the most problematic areas. However, 
due to conflicting interpretations of Section 20-55 and related Section 20-1, enforcement has not occurred.  
 
Conclusions 
Although Section 20-55 allows the enforcement of vehicles parked in the bike lanes, Sr. Asst. City Attorney 
Gene Bergman has advised the installation of additional “no parking” signs as well as ordinance 
amendments to specifically prohibit parking and prevent future ambiguity.  
    
Recommendations  

1. Establish no parking areas on the east side of North Avenue between North Street and Institute 
Road and on the west side of North Avenue between Institute Road and Berry Street.  

2. Amend the General Prohibitions (§ 20-55) to include “No Parking Bike Lane.”  







































 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

Sept 10, 2013 

 

TO:    Public Works Commission 

 

FROM: Guillermo Gomez, Public Works Engineer 

   

RE:  110 Riverside Avenue – Pedestrian crossing in front of proposed development 

 

 

 

 The Sisters and Brothers Investment Group has recently received approval from the 

Development Review Board for the construction of a 57-unit apartment building and to be 

located at 110 Riverside Avenue, on the former site of the M & H Auto Building. 

 

 DPW took part of the design review process and made recommendations that were 

implemented by the engineering consultant for the project, as a condition for approval.   

 

One of the issues identified by DPW Staff during the development review process is the 

issue of pedestrian connectivity of the proposed site. The development will be located on the 

south side of Riverside Avenue. Under the initial plan, future residents of the development didn’t 

have a reasonable option to cross Riverside Avenue and use the existing sidewalk or the shared 

use path.  

  

After evaluating the proposed conditions by the developer, DPW staff recommended the 

construction of a striped pedestrian crossing directly in front of the proposed development. This 

crossing will include the installation of a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon. DPW will work 

closely with the Engineering Consultant to make sure the design of the crossing meets design 

standards.  

 

Attached you will find information about Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB), 

and a site plan developed by the Trudell Consulting Engineers, consultants for the Sisters and 

Brothers Investment Group,  reflecting the recommendations made by DPW staff.  
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BURLINGTON DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION  

MONTHLY MEETING – MINUTES, June 19, 2013  

645 Pine Street 

(DVD of meeting on file at DPW) 
 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Bob Alberry, Tiki Archambeau, Nathan Lavery (Chair)  

and Solveig Overby    

ABSENT:  Matt Conger (Secretary), Asa Hopkins and Mark Porter (Vice Chair) 

 

Commissioner Lavery called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

 

 

ITEM 1 – AGENDA – No changes. 

 

 

ITEM 2 – PUBLIC FORUM 
 

Martha Lang – Distributed and read a one-page document which she compiled, “Residential Parking 

Sharing the Burden,” citing an overload in parking/parking passes issued on Colchester Avenue, more so 

than Fletcher Pl, Thibault Pkwy, Latham Ct and Nash Pl. 

 

Christopher Leicht – Resident of Flynn Avenue, north side of street.  He submitted a document at this 

meeting with 14 signatures, entitled, “Petition to stop the construction of a sidewalk on the north side of 

Flynn Avenue” and several e-mails from residents commenting on the issue.   

 

 

ITEM 3 – CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE PARKING REQUEST 
(John Caulo, Champlain College, and Shadde Rosenblum, RSG) 

 

At its last meeting, the Commission requested that Mr. Caulo and Ms. Isler continue to reach out to the 

public through NPA meetings and contact with area residents.  Mr. Rosenblum, who replaced Beth Isler, 

reported on responses received. 

The College has revamped its on-campus parking regulations so that its off-street parking spaces will be 

managed by metered, short-term parking.  The College will observe in the coming months the success of 

their newly-implemented plant.  The proposal tonight is to not make any changes to on-street parking at 

this time.  This issue will be revisited in approximately one year; in the meantime, DPW staff will 

continue to work with Champlain College and the DPW Commission on this issue.     

 

 

ITEM 4 – NORTH AVE SIDE OF STRET – STOP SIGN ADDITIONS 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

Commissioner Alberry moved to accept staff recommendation:  That the Commission adopt stop 

control at each of the following side streets where they meet with North Avenue: North Cove Rd, Derway 

Dr, Woods St, Morgan St, Dewey Dr, Algird St, Simms St, Pennington Dr, Browe Ct, West Rd, Loaldo 

Dr, Fairmount Pl, Birch Ct, Green Acres Dr, Cayuga Ct, Cross Pkwy, Edgemoor Dr, Woodlawn Rd, 

Gosse Ct, Dodds Ct, Poirier Pl, Leonard St, Lakewood Pkwy and Saratoga Ave.  Commissioner 

Archambeau seconded.  Unanimous. 

Mr. Fleming will review the streets off North Avenue south of Institute Road and return at a future 

Commission meeting with staff recommendations for those streets. 



2 
 

ITEM 5 – ADDITION OF HANDICAP PARKING SPACE – MAIN ST. 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

Commissioner Alberry moved to adopt staff recommendation:  That the Commission adopts a handicap 

parking space in the fifth (5
th
) space west of South Winooski Avenue on the north side of Main Street.  

Commissioner Archambeau seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

 

ITEM 6 – SO CHAMPLAIN ST - RESIDENT PARKING REQUEST 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

(Page 2, which was omitted from packet, was handed out at meeting) 

South Champlain Street resident Declan Connolly collected signatures supporting this request.  Mr. 

Connolly has also spoken to a nearby law firm (Primmer Piper Eggleston and Cramer) about the 

possibility of using space in their parking lot (not available).  Staff recommendation:  That the 

Commission adopts a resident parking prohibition form, 24-hours/day and 7 days/week on the east side of 

South Champlain Street starting at the driveway of #162, extending south to the intersection of South 

Champlain Street and King Street.   

Because only four of the seven commissioners were present, and one of those commissioners is not in 

favor of staff recommendation, and more information is needed, Commissioner Alberry suggested that the 

issue be further reviewed and brought back at the next meeting.  For the next Commission meeting, DPW 

staff will:  1) Identify eligibility of the corner parcel in terms of permits; i.e., does the building have a 

driveway that exits onto South Champlain St; and 2) Help facilitate a discussion between the owner of the 

lot (Primmer Piper Eggleston and Cramer) and the residents.  Commissioner Lavery offered to draft a 

short memorandum to the law firm.  Mr. Fleming will be in touch with Mr. Connolly.   

 

 

ITEM 7 – NO WILLIAMS ST - ADD RESIDENT PARKING 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

Several members of the public were present to speak on the issue:  Betsy Allen-Pennebaker, Jesse Paul, 

Andrew Allen, Mary Pierce and Dave Keelty of Fletcher Allen Health Care.  Staff recommendation:  That 

the Commission adopts a 24-hour/day, 7 days/week resident parking restriction on the west side of North 

Williams Street. 

Commissioner Lavery suggested leaving this item open and working to find a resolution in the near 

future.  This item will be put on either the July agenda or a future agenda.  Mr. Fleming will stay in touch 

with the residents. 

 

 

ITEM 8 – ARCHIBALD ST. – PARKING REMOVAL 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

The Commission agreed to allow the Code Enforcement office continue enforcing no parking on the 

greenbelt.  Widening the road is financially prohibitive.  No action is required because there is no 

recommendation for parking. 

 

 

ITEM 9 – 200 CHURCH ST. – METER TIME CHANGE 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 
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Based on conditional approval, Commissioner Alberry moved to accept staff recommendation:  That the 

Commission adopts a 15-minute parking meter in the first metered space south of King Street, on the east 

side of Church Street (converting the 3-hr. meter to 15-minutes).  Further, on conditional approval, DPW 

will confirm with Burlington Telecom that they do not need the loading zone in front of their office and, 

if not, another 15-minute parking meter would be provided.  Commissioner Archambeau seconded.  

Unanimous.  Mr. Fleming will contact Burlington Telecom to confirm that they do not use/need the 

loading zone. 

 

 

ITEM 10 – MOVE CAR SHARE ON NO. WINOOSKI AVE. TO OPPOSITE SIDE OF ST. 

(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

Rebecca Van Dyke, CarShare Vermont, further explained the reason for the request. 

Commissioner Archambeau moved to accept staff recommendation:  That the Commission adopts a 

CarShare space in front of 189 North Winooski Avenue and to remove the CarShare space in front of 

#190 North Winooski Avenue leaving it unrestricted parking.  Commissioner Overby seconded.  

Unanimous. 

 

 

ITEM 11 – PROJECT SELECTION FOR VTRANS/BIKEPED GRANT – Moved to Item 12 
(Nicole Losch, DPW Transportation Planner) 

 

DPW staff has worked with other stakeholders to apply for the grant.  They met with other City 

departments and got feedback on the projects.  Two recommendations:  1) For scoping application:  

bicycle and pedestrian improvements; and 2) For construction application:  Implement a recommendation 

from the Champlain Elementary School Safe Routes to School study: traffic calming for students trying to 

get to school from points north. 

This meeting is the public meeting required for the grant.  Ms. Losch would like to hear from the public 

with suggestions for ideas for the grants.  With the deadline of July 26
th
, Ms. Losch will accept 

suggestions as soon as possible. 

 

 

ITEM 12 – PEARL/PROSPECT INTERSECTION UPDATES – Moved to Item 11 
(Nicole Losch, DPW Transportation Planner) 

 

Ms. Losch explained that the recommendation is now to restrict left turns from Pearl Street to North 

Prospect Street during the Pilot Project.  No change is being recommended to the Commission’s earlier 

approval to remove parking.  Ms. Losch is asking the Commission to adopt this minor change to the Pilot, 

required in the event that the Pilot extends beyond 30 days.  Councilor Sharon Bushor, Dave Keelty from 

FAHC and Charlene Wallace from LocalMotion came forward to speak on the issue. 

Commissioner Archambeau moved to accept this minor change to the Pilot Project.  Commissioner 

Overby seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

 

ITEM 13 – RESIDENT PARKING PROGRAM CHANGES – UPDATE 
(Nathan Lavery, DPW Commissioner) 

 

Commissioners Lavery and Porter attended the Ward 6 NPA meeting with John King from Parking 

Enforcement.  Word is starting to get out there regarding the proposed changes to resident parking.  The 

program changes are just a proposal at this time.  A timeline has not yet been set, as Mr. King is still 
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getting information out to the public.  The Commission is not expected to vote on these changes until 

possibly October or November of this year. 

 

 

ITEM 14 – MINUTES OF 5/15/13 & 6/05/13 
 

Commissioner Alberry moved to accept the Minutes of 5/15/13 and 6/05/13.  Commissioner 

Archambeau seconded.  Unanimous. 

 

 

ITEM 15 – DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Norman Baldwin, Assist. Dir. on behalf of Steven Goodkind) 

 

 The late-May storm caused damage to the bank off Manhattan Drive east of the intersection of 

Route 127.  The contractor, ECI has nearly completed the immediate work of replacing the 

drainage pipes and are working on long-term stabilization of the bank.  DPW will then prepare 

for bidding out slope restoration and repaving the roadway.  

 Building and Trades Appeal process and wording went into effect today, copies of which were 

left at commissioners’ tables. 

 

 

ITEM 16 – COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS - None offered. 

 

 

ITEM 17 – ADJOURNMENT & NEXT MEETING DATE 
Commissioner Archambeau moved to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  Commissioner Alberry seconded.  Next 

meeting:  July 17, 2013. 
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BURLINGTON DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION  

MONTHLY MEETING – MINUTES, July 17, 2013  

645 Pine Street 

(DVD of meeting on file at DPW) 
 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Bob Alberry, Nathan Lavery (Chair) and Mark Porter (Vice Chair) 

  

ABSENT:  Tiki Archambeau, Matt Conger (Secretary), Asa Hopkins and Solveig Overby 

 

Commissioner Lavery called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 

 

ITEM 1 – AGENDA – No changes. 

 

 

ITEM 2 – PUBLIC FORUM 
 

Patrick O’Brien:  On behalf of S.D. Ireland family, briefly outlined a planned housing development on 

Grove St.  He handed out a map and asked to be placed on the next Commission meeting’s agenda. 

Barbara Headrick:  Resident of So. Prospect St., sent an e-mail yesterday to Valerie Ducharme, DPW 

Customer Service, and hopes Ms. Ducharme will be forwarding the e-mail to the Commission, which 

concerns Item 6 on this meeting’s agenda (Residential Parking Proposals Update).  Ms. Headrick 

verbalized points of her e-mail. 

Susan Weiss:  Resident of Harrington Terrace, commenting on Item 6. 

Tim Johnson:  Resident of Harrington Terrace, commenting on Item 6. 

Catherine Cain:  Resident of Maple Street, commenting on Item 4 (South Champlain St. & Maple St. 

Parking Request). 

David Klyszeiko:  Resident of Robinson Parkway, asking for clarification on the process for Item 6.  

Commissioner Lavery:  It is in this Commission’s prevue to vote on parking issues.  The Commission 

will continue to take feedback on the proposed changes, put forth a 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 draft, and eventually vote.  

The proposed changes are in the early stage of the 1
st
 draft at this point.  

 

 

ITEM 3 – ACKNOWLEGEMENT OF STEVEN GOODKIND 
 

The Commission took a break from the formal meeting in order to acknowledge Director Steven 

Goodkind’s 32-year career with the City. 

 

NOTE: Commissioner Alberry left the meeting due to a previous commitment.  Due to a lack of 

quorum at this meeting, no voting took place.   
 

 

ITEM 4 – SOUTH CHAMPLAIN & MAPLE STREET PARKING REQUEST 
(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

Staff had sent letters to area residents requesting their presence at this meeting for this item.   

Earl Handy, owner of Handy’s Lunch (located at 202 South Champlain Street) was present and explained 

that he had requested three (3) more 30-minute parking spaces on Maple Street east of South Champlain 

Street, and to move the accessible parking space on South Champlain Street one (1) space to the north, 
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and add two (2), 30-minute parking spaces in the spaces just north of the loading zone on the corner of 

South Champlain  

 

Staff recommendation:  That the Commission adopt a time restriction on the current short-term parking at 

this intersection from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and adopt three (3) additional 30-minute parking spaces on 

the north side of Maple Street, with a time restriction from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Due to a lack of a 

quorum, this Item was not voted on.  Mr. Fleming will be in contact with Mr. Handy about the 

possibility of adding this Item to the September meeting. 

 

 

ITEM 5 – STOP SIGN REQUEST, ST LOUIS STREET AT WILLOW ST  

(Joel Fleming, DPW Engineer) 

 

Due to a lack of quorum, Commissioners Lavery and Porter decided not to address this Item. 
 

 

ITEM 6 – RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROPOSALS UPDATE (Time Certain 7:30 p.m.) 
(Oral Communication, DPW Commission) 

 

Several residents came forward to comment on this issue, including David Smalley, City Councilors 

Karen Paul and Sharon Bushor, Scott Baldwin and Jay Ashman.  Commissioners Lavery and Porter 

emphasized that the DPW Commission is in the process of soliciting comments at this point and 

encouraged residents to follow the process by e-mailing their comments to the appropriate address 

(vducharme@burlingtonvt.gov).  Residents’ comments will be forwarded to the Commissioners, John 

King in Parking Enforcement at the BPD and other designated DPW staff. 

 

ITEM 7 – ANNUAL REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL (e-mailed before meeting) 
(Steven Goodkind, Director) 

 

Director Goodkind e-mailed the Report to the Commissioners as a courtesy before he forwards it on to the 

City Council. 

 

 

ITEM 8 – HYDE STREET CLOSURE 
(Norman Baldwin, Assistant Director) 

 

Commissioner Lavery had asked for an update on this issue.  Assistant Director Baldwin shared some of 

the complexities involved with traffic calming studies and sharing information with the public about 

ongoing progress.  The goal is to use the Request For Service (RFS) system to communicate to the public 

on a monthly, rather than weekly basis due to the nature of the traffic calming process. 

 

Ms. Losch initiated a pilot project to measure the effects of the concept of closing Hyde Street at the 

northern-most section and stated there is a possibility that the Hyde Street closure project will be 

completed this year.  Coordination continues with the Burlington Fire Department, and the recently-

completed conceptual plan for storm water management raised no red flags in pursuing the proposed 

concept.  Next in the process is polling the neighborhood via letters (requiring 2/3rds support or 1/3 

opposition), including the conceptual design and a note about the pending design of the storm water 

features.  After the poll, the formal decision-making process will begin by updating the DPW 

Commission and the Transportation Energy Utilities Committee, and then seeking City Council approval 

by vote.  The DPW Commission is not required to approve this item but the Commission’s feedback is 

welcome. 

mailto:vducharme@burlingtonvt.gov
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ITEM 9 – MINUTES OF 6/19/13   

 

Due to a lack of a quorum, the Minutes were not voted on. 

 

 

ITEM 10 – DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
(Assistant Director Norman Baldwin on behalf of Director Steven Goodkind) 

 

Intense rain events have occurred this past spring and summer, resulting in sewer back-ups in some 

homes and businesses.  DPW has prepared and posted on its Web site fact sheets and FAQ’s addressing 

sewage back-ups.  Assistant Director Baldwin handed out copies of the information to Commissioners 

Lavery and Porter.  DPW has recently purchased some pumps to assist property owners experiencing 

sewage back-ups with the immediate back-up; determining the cause of the back-up will follow. 

 

 

ITEM 11 – COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Commissioner Porter – Expressed appreciation for the street sweeping taking place which helps keep 

debris from running into the storm drains. 

Commissioner Lavery – Expressed appreciation once more for Director Goodkind’s work, as well as 

other staff’s attendance at the Commission meetings. 

 

ITEM 12 – ADJOURNMENT & NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

Commissioner Lavery moved to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  Commissioner Porter seconded.   

Next formal Commission meeting:  September 18, 2013.   

The Commission may hold a Planning Meeting for August or early September.  No staff will be required 

to attend and the meeting will be warned in case members of the public would like to attend. 

Commissioner Porter noted that the DPW Commission has been invited to the Planning Commission 

meeting next Tuesday, July 23
rd

, to discuss with them the Resident Parking Proposal. 

 




